Vaginal reconstruction with a rectus abdominis musculoperitoneal flap.
In more than 300 clinical cases, the authors have observed and documented the presence of a branch of the deep inferior epigastric artery that penetrates the posterior rectus sheath near the umbilicus. Their cadaveric anatomic and animal injection studies confirm the vascularity of the peritoneum via the deep inferior epigastric artery. They report 2 patients treated with a new technique of vaginal reconstruction using a thin, pliable flap with a peritoneal-lined rectus abdominis muscle based on the deep inferior epigastric vessels.